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Fields of Documentary and Ethnographic Films
—In Case of Robert Flaherty's “Moana”—

R
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Abstract

What are the characteristics of documentary films and ethnographic films, which are
produced for the purpose of recording and understanding cultures through images, and
what are the cross - fields between them? This paper examines this issue by considering
Robert Flaherty's film "Moana™ (1926), which was filmed in the South Pacific about
100 years ago. His first film, Nanook of the North (1922), which filmed the life of the
Inuit, is said to be the first documentary film in the history of cinema, and at the same
time, it is said to be the pioneer of visual anthropology. This year marks the 100th
anniversary of the production of this work. In today's world, where it is common to learn
about and understand cultures through images, it is meaningful to look back on his
works and consider this issue.
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